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to think that I was over-generous in my estimate. In any
country, there are probably not more than ten per cent of
the voters who really understand the issues on which they
are asked to decide. But in societies which have progressed
slowly and methodically to adult suffrage it doesn't greatly
matter, as the population grows up with an instinctive sense
that it is automatically bad for any party to be in power too
long. So, although only ten per cent may vote upon the
questions of the day as the result of genuine knowledge
and understanding of them, it doesn't greatly signify. All
the main parties have equally good slogans and catchwords
to rake in the uncomprehending to their cause. One batch
of slogans will pull in one variety of sentimentalist, and
another will attract a second variety. Thus they cancel
themselves out. And with a floating vote always ready to
side with the party out of office, the chances are fairly high
that it will be the placing of the votes of the ten per cent
which will largely settle the outcome of the poll/'
Kukkoo made as if to interrupt, but John went on relent-
lessly, " Let us imagine for a moment that, when the elections
take place, a party were to put forward candidates on a
programme of abolishing all taxation. What do you think
would happen ? "
" They would sweep the poll/' said Kukkoo despondently.
" That is more or less what I'm afraid of. Everyone knows
that there's no party in the true sense of the word, apart from
Congress. But when the elections come on, any fool who
can talk friends into nominating him will be able to draw
votes by promising whatever it may be that the voters in
his constituency most want. They aren't to know whether
the promises are feasible or not."
" Then why did you say that everything had changed
since we handed over ? " John argued. " Your potential
voters haven't suddenly changed their natures."
" Ah, but the issues have changed," Kukkoo exclaimed
triumphantly.